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Driving in the dark between Catania and Gela in Sicily, the Italian photographer Massimo Cristaldi couldn’t imoges
help ¢ at something twinkling in the distanc - shutterstock.com

Ms. Cristaldi’s latest projec

darkness. It is the second example of his fascination with art
haunting nighttime photographs of votive altars. That, he said, w
photography.

It was driving along that road — the SS417 — that Mr. i first disc: C Navy housing
settlements Naval Air Station Sigonella and Mimeo Housing. For him, the boundary between the light and
dark paralleled the physical boundary separating the settlements from the Sicilian countryside.
in a way something very, very peculiar,” he said over the phone from Catania, whe
sn’t in Rome. “They are for .y are isolated.”

vad. The difference in this Mr. Cristaldi said, is the lack of

h means “island” in Latin, focuses on detachment.

k of the night, he said, the comp! re almost prison-like, and somewhat frightening. The

setting does not resemble Europe. Nor does it look like an Ame

http://lens.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/08/02/showcase-195/ Page 1


http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/todayspaper/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/video
http://www.nytimes.com/mostpopular
http://www.nytimes.com/timestopics
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=blog.nytimes.com/lens&pos=Bar1&sn2=1c9d25be/ee29d282&sn1=636d5f07/630a7ca5&camp=nyt2010-circ-tr-bar1_international_366RU&ad=093009-TR_bar1_366RU&goto=https%3A%2F%2Ftimesreader%2Enytimes%2Ecom%2Fwebapp%2Fwcs%2Fstores%2Fservlet%2FTimesReaderOffer%3FstoreId%3D10001%26catalogId%3D10001%26campaignId%3D366RU
http://www.nytimes.com/auth/login?URI=http://lens.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/08/02/showcase-195/
http://www.nytimes.com/gst/regi.html
http://lens.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/07/30/readers-18/
http://www.nytimes.whsites.net/mediakit/
http://lens.blogs.nytimes.com/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=B1BvhjZ1WTMjaIOC6jQfan_3fBpeA9IYBnc-6_g_AjbcBgLUYEAEYASDWy4YGOABQwaS6lvn_____AWD9woWEkBGgAY7Ewf8DsgEWbGVucy5ibG9ncy5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbboBATDIAQLaATZodHRwOi8vbGVucy5ibG9ncy5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbS8yMDEwLzA4LzAyL3Nob3djYXNlLTE5NS-AAgGoAwHoA7cD6AOYA-gDswL1AwgEAET1AyAAAAA&num=1&sig=AGiWqty4ZiZlir0Dch9nH-dYOKBS5RE5wg&client=ca-nytimes_display_html&adurl=http://www.Shutterstock.com%3Fsid%3Dgooglebannerstockphoto%26gt%3Dstock%2520photo
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://lens.blogs.nytimes.com/
http://lens.blogs.nytimes.com/author/kerri-macdonald/
http://www.massimocristaldi.com/
http://www.massimocristaldi.com/wordpress/insulae/comment-page-1/?langswitch_lang=en
http://lens.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/08/27/must-17/

In the Italian Night, Islands of Light - Lens Blog - NYTimes.com

“America is the land of freedom,” Mr. Cristaldi said. “It’s a little bit strange, in a way, that a lot of years after

the Second World War there is still a kind of deficiency of integration.”

Mr. Cristaldi, 39, is not a full-time photographer. He has a degree in geology and manages European
projects dealing with environment and security. In the past year, however, he has begun to focus more on

photography.

Most of the images in “Insulae” were shot on very dark nights. Mr. Cristaldi always placed himself at a
distance to mark the distinction between the dark and the light. Using a two-headed tripod, he shot with
both a DSLR and a medium format camera. The work began in Sicily, but he plans to extend the project,

starting with a similar base in Germany.

“It's something that is part of the landscape,” he said, before adding, “but in a very strange way.”
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